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is not this the Faſt that I have Choſen? to la'ſe the 
Fonds of Wickedneſs, to undo the feavy Burdens, and 
to let the, Oppreſſed go Free, and that you brake every 
Toke? Iſaian 58. 6+ N 
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Nehemiah IX. 23, 
owbeit thou art juſt in all that is brought upon us, 
or thou haſt done right, but we have doe wickedly, 

4 . 


„s for the occafion whereon theſe Words do de- 
pend, if we look back upon ſome Patſages go- 
4 ing before, there will neꝛd no very Clote in- 
ſpection to diſcover it; and which being fo ve- 
ry Sad and lanmetable, I cannot tnink it im- 
oper for cnis Solemn Day of Faſting and Humiliation, The 
xt is plain and lies open to any ordinzry Appreneuſion, and 
deed ſo evident, that nothing in Nature can be more, thac 
od 15 juſt in all tue Piſpealations of his Providence to us, 
d we finſul and wicked Creatures that have highly provo- 
the dreadful Wrath of the A'mighty, ani, without 2 
ly Repentance and Submiſſion there's no likelihood that 
pſe Troubles and Calamities which he hath inflifted cn us 

duld ever be removed, or he again reconciied to us. Yet. 
hing leſs than our peneteatial acknowledgement that his 
dceedings are all managed with equal juttice, and that 
have done wickelly will ſuffice to that end, ard therefore 
e I choſen the Words of the Text, which as they ceme 
m thoſe Devout Levites who flood up, ver. 4. luited up 
Ic Bodies as near as they could toward Heaven whiitt 
ir aſpiring Souls were mounting up thither, in the Heights 
Prayer and Supplication; ate mott important aud material 

not unworthy of our highe!t regard, in theſe Times f 

r and Danger, And truly he re was good cauſe that theſe 
us Votaries ſhonld lift up their Hearts and Voices unto 
for his Aliitance: For if we look into the iſt Chap. 
the zd verſe, we (hall fiad that the People of the Jews 
2 very ei time of it, and were in great Afflictions aud re- 
ch, = their good!ly City, the very Seat of Stength 
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(4) 
and whereon, Nature had as it were, emptied all her Force 
became uotwithſtanding a Spoil to the Great Cenqueror of u 
Gentileg, of whom we have this Cruel accoum i 

2 Kings 25, Taac he with the chief Martialiſt had broker 
9, 10, down the Walls, and made the Gates thereof 
a heap of burnt Ruines, and more than tha 

the ve:y Temple, the Lords Peculiar and the Joy of the when 
Earth, was alſo viſited with the Flame of; 

Iſaiab 2g, 6, devouring Fire, and fo were thoſe S:ateiy Pa4 
laces that ſeem'd to emulate the Skies, Con; 

ſumed to Aſhes, and were no leſs frequent than pitied Spec 
tacles. Neither did the puniſhing hand of divine Juſtice |'aj 
ere, and take up with that populcus Cities overthrow, but 
( as Troubles ſeidom come ſingle) the Rage aud Barbarity 6 
aſe fierce Pagan Warriets reach'd ſo far as to f1:1 the Streei 
ere with dead Bodies, and to make their Swords bright 
with the blood of Thouſands mnrder'd Corp 

Pſal. 79. 2. that could not obtain the common Civility of 
a Grave: and which was the ſaddellfi 

thing of all, ſo mad was their Fury, that they made no diffe4 
rence in tnat lamentable Sizuzhter, but Old and Young, Mag 
trons and Virgins, Mothers and Iafan:s, Princes and Prieſſa 
were all alite delierered to the Sword, and æπ s involved ii 
the ſame grevious Calamity. And therefore thoſe mourning 
Elders, that were Sanctged for the Holy Office of Pr.e{thood 
having fixt themſelves. npon the Thoughts of ſo Tragical an 
lad a Story, did not without good reaſon imp'ore the Aid d 
even against thoſe barbarous Oppreſſars, and Authors 9 
their Run, that hid made fo famous a City, like 1 
Hil! of Kubbiſh, and laid her Pinzcles in the Duſt: Thy 
mut needs K Piry from theſe eſpecially that carried 
in ther Minds tlie Idea of ber {former Glories, And nov 
preint ned of Gods powerful Help. who only was abit 
to Redreſs this Wo'ul Eftate of theirs, Wi was ſuch thi 
ꝛt uculd ro: fiffer them to be ſilent, hut as it filled cha 
Hearts witn forrow, fo it obened ther Nouths to let the 


i. 


aim 


Sins cur, by a humble Corferhon, Vea. 2. They confeſs then 
Sias, and the T 1:qr itie of their Fathers, And as the Propheic 
55 bach told us, there is nothing which brit 
Hoſoa 5. 15. the Crea ure jo ner to God, as Troub'ts a 
Adis, fo in the 4 veiſe ve are tole ra 

theß 
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hey -publickly met to inyoke God Almighty's Protection, and 
being in great Dilſtreſs, they cried wich a loud Voice unto the 
Lord, and ſtood cloſ: to their Prayers, thar he would put an 
nd to their alamities, and cure them of thoſe Wounds, 
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ereoſſhenich the hand of his juſtice had in licteꝗ on them. In\thorr, 
_ thafſeing aſſembled w:th }a'ttog, ver 1, and wearing Szckcloath, 
wholMWand other mourning Habits, in Token of their Grief and Hea- 


ineſs, they Acored that moſt High God with that Humility 
hich befirs Creatures, conſcious of tneir own Vilenets, and 
f che Infiaite and Inacomprehentible Majeily, they had ſo ma- 
y ways offended : and being ſenſible of gheir moſt Horrid Wic- 
edneſs, they Heartil), and with a general Lementation be- 
ailed themſelves iu che preſence of Almighty God, and wich 
dne Voice acknowiedea his Equity and Righteouſneſs, even 
n the ſevere!t Diſpenſatious : Thar his Vengeance upon Jeru- 
lem was a Vengeance of Juſtice, and their Sins the only cauſe 
pf it, Howbeit Thou art Fuſt in all that is brought upon Us 
XC, | 7 
Che whole Text confiſteth as you (ee, of a Two fold Con- 
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diffe Heſſi on. | 
„Mi Firg, with reſpect to God clearing him from all Suſpicions . 
rieſtiſpf his Injuſtice, and that his Proceedings mult needs be exactiy 
ved uſt, becauſe he himſelf is Righteous : He cannot (S == ang 
ini through Fear or Secular Intereſt) be moved from meothers | 


hoodMule of Equity, He is juſt in all that is brought upon, us for le 


\ 
1] anWath done Right. : | | 
aid Secondly, Here is alſo a humble Confeſſion with Reſp ct to 1 
ors Mur ſelves, or a Penitential Acknowledgement that He have ; 
ike None Witkelly, and this Conſideration ſhould make us heartt- | 
Thi Grieve for the Offences wherewith we have provoked Our 
2: rieWeaven!y Father, and take up holy Reſo utions of a new Lite, 


noir elſe we get no pardon, bur fall into deeper Guilt and Miſery. 


s ab raeſe are the main Parts of the Text, aud of which I fhail 
1 thaWpeak with as much brevity as plainels, 

chef Fir, 1am to give you my Thoughts concerning the Juſt 
the roccedings of Almighty God: And here I cannot but call 
rho mindthe excellent ſaying of that Royal though Pagan Philo- 
opheWopncr, As God is woadertu! in his doings. flo / 


re they all of wiſe Providence: Waatſocver Marc. Anton, full 1 
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s 1e thinks fir to effect is perfectly Holy, and 

; tha ccording to R git and Equity; ani por we ate ſorward e- 
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(6s) __ 
naugh to enertiia hard Taoughts of him, and if he continu: 
Bo: the ſame favours to us, Waich he ao: ded to others, we 
ſtrait accuſe him of Partiality: And as for our Troubles and 
Diſtreſſes we are 29: to harbour uiquiet App reheafioas that 
God i; to) Severe, and ro fly at his Face, inſtead of falling 
dowa at his Feet, as ifouc Cila nities were unjutly inficted 
on us. Nay if we ſucceed not in our Undereakings, or have 
omitted our Duties, or run our ſelves into Jadzemenc, we are 
even then realy tofall upon God, and accuſe him for the 
Miſcatriaze: ie is very hardly ſpoken of, that he is want. 
in; ia ai: AH tace, and have not regird to Juſtice an] Equi- 
ty. But far be it from Gol (Hich Elihu) that he ſhould dy 

Wickedneſs, and from the Almighty that be 
Job. 35.10, 17. ſhould commit Iniquity, or how dare we 
conde na him who is moſt powerful as well 
Rom, 16. 27, as Juit? And who fo wile as the only Wiſe 
| God? hels that great Eye of the World be. 
holding all the Concernments of the Sons of Men, and as | 
F-with Do'tor hata told us, watching perpetually over our | 
Actions, and fs very certain he beit knows what is fi:te{t | 
for us. Neither is he (par ng of his Favours, but afordeth 
us Kules and helps enouzh co be good, yet this is ou: fault, 
we have not the Grace to conſider it, but will be doing of e- 
vil, and chen think we have received hard meaſure from God, 
without acy deſert of ours, if he puniſh us for it, and this he 
will fu-ely do, if Repeatance Step not between. He is Juſt, 
 aod we ſinful and miſerable, and ſuch as a Mans Caule is, 
ſuch will the Judgement of God be upon him, and let our Sut- 
fe ings be never 10 great, they ought to work us toa humble 
conteatedaæſs and Satisfaction with that Providence which 
brougat tnem upon us; and if an offended God be pleaſed to 
et up 4 Bud of Glory to himſe'f, upon our Ruins, we 
mi Acquieſce with it, and be of Job's Temper, who re. 
ceed the doleful Tydings of his great Loſſes with Acclaima- 
tions of Praile, and ſabmitted to Gods taking from him as well 
2s giving to him; and wholoever he be that 
Fob, 1. 21. is under his afiifting hand, he muſt not thiak 
| the worle of God, becauſe of thoſe Troubles 
w aich he hath brought upon himſelf, by reaſon of his Sius, 
WT is bnt ought rather to cry out in the Words of | 
Mic. 7, 9, the Prophet. I will bear the Jndignation of 
- be 
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the Lord, becauſe I have ſinned againſt kim. To be ſhort, 
whatever befals, as it is of Gods own ordering, ſo itmuſt 
needs be julily allotted to us, For how can the great Lord 
of all whoſe Will is the Rule of Rectitude, do any thu g unrigh 
teouſſy? Nay. without any more ado God makes every Ac- 
tion juſt by doing it, ſeem it never fo irregular, ande ven to 
cortradict the Law of Nature. and though we cent well Re- 
concile his Proceedings with our reaſon, nor track thoſe Paths 
of his that are paſt finding out, yer muſt we | 
own them to be Juſt and equal, aud let hm Rev. 15. 3. 
deal never ſo ſeverely with us, it is cur Duty 
not to repine, but to ſeek by Submiſſion to ſatisfie his Diſple- 
ſure, for we cannot but be ſenſible, that the right lies on his 
Side and not on Ours , and therefore when all it done, we 
need not ſcrupie to make this Uufeigned and Sincere, Confeſ- 
ſion in the Words of the Text, Thou 0 God art Juſſ in all tlat 
is brought upon us. ; a 
And indeed this ALL, if we take cognizance of out own 
deſerts, is little enough, For how univerſally 
i WF peccant, and pefective have we been in our T7ſal, 14. 3. 
letn ¶Chriſtian Performances? How have we Af- 
It „ fronted the Divine Authority, which thould have bound ard 
fe- limited us in onr Conyerſation ? and how frequently have we 


od, Nviolated the Righteouſs Laws of a Wiſe ard Pouerſul God, 
he and broken through the Ferces of Duty which he hath fer to 
alt, Weep us within the awfulnefs of his dreadful Majeſty > With 
15, Wwhar Face then can we multiply our Complaints aga inſt him. 
ur- Wand how little. reaſon is there that we ſhcu'd open our Mouths 
dle before him, un!cſs it be to implorc his Grace and Favour, with 
ich W- penitent and humble Supplication? Our Treub'es cant 
to be ſo wany but we have ceſerved them all, ard God hath pu- 
We Wilht us as Men that in his Eyes ate appearently Wicked. We 
e. eve neither regarded any of his Cen mands, nor followed thoſe 
a. good courſes to which we have been directed, but have gone 
ell Non in cur Hus, till they cried to Heaven for Vergearce; and 
at ow God, who Gcverns all thirgs with zn unereirg Equity, 


jath made us feel what it is to cfiend him, and which way ſo- 


es Never we caſt cur Eyes, we may beho'd what a Jamentab'e con- 
IS, tion we are in, ard zs orr Calzmit'es cc me not without his 
of WOrder, ſo to arg ment cur grief, there is ro erd, but only a 
of hunge of ew. Aud ot whit elſe rev e fo de-p'y 2 flicted 
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with the Terrousr of War or cruel Battels, but for the grè | 


refs of cur unreſot mable Wickedreſs > and *tis by his juſt In. 
ſtigation that ſo many mighty Warriers are called together to 
their Task of Slaughter, and to be the Executioners of his As. 
ger, The Land js full of bloody Crimes, faith 

Fiek. 7. 23. the Prophet, and the Inhabitants thereof have 
| withdrawn their Obedience, ard ſo made 
themfelves uncapable of Gods great Mercies. The cafe is quite 


_ alrer'd u iq us, our Ealcyon Pays of Peace and Happineſs are 


fled away, ard in! esd thereof there is rothitg but Ruin about 


us, and Cod, as its well known, Fath urſkeathed the Sword 


of Vengeance, and hath filled it with Blood, 


Iſaiab 34. 6. faith the Prophet, or we may inſer from the 


| ute 
1 


—— — 


viciouſneſs of our Lives, that it is drawn to 


lance thoſe U'cers Sin hath made in us, ard as one ſpeaketh, 


to et out le Im pot hum ate matter of our C orruptions, What - 


ever be the Cauſe, tis certain God Was moved therennto by 


Wiſe ard Juſt Reaſons: and that he hath been diſpleaſed at us, 


ue can look no where tur we fee ſufficient proofs to conv irce 
us. How wavy Examples have we of thoſe that are cut off, 
the Silver 


Either by the force of the Sword, | 
( ods, anc Liguments of Nature; or elſe threugh the Fatal 


D*icharces of ihLoie DPeaih-thenering Cannons which fill cut 
Ears vi h their hideous Sound, and do, as it were, preclaim 
2}oud our Trarigreſfons, 2 evoke to make us forrow ful that] 
we have.ofended fo great 2 G d. And ſuch as are thus ſnacht 


away without any regarding of it, it is to be 


Yob 4. 20, feared they Cy ar once a double Death, ard 
Feb. 31. 17, fall into the Sorrows of a fad Eternity. All 
Jeb 37, . © this is encuęt tonake the Heart to Tremble 


and to be roved out of his Place. And yet 


ve m:y thank our t1quiries that have ſo ceferved!y procured 


thee Puartitþ,nents towards us. 


Net s this all, God's Juſtice barh not on'y taken hold 


of v+ upen the Land, arg cepytFaired it wich the Blood of 
the S ain; tut his Jucgemants are mace m2di'elt iu the deep, 


and there is $01:ow to on the Sca, ard ue 


” Jer 49. 23. ſenſul Creaiure: have a'fo helped forward cur 
Te | : Afflictions in that vaſt number of Waters: 

Ihe re did our Incented God p y us fo hard whh the S ormes, 
Fi 2%. Tempeſts cf his Inc ignatien tl at ch wellerigged Ships | 


ce 
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2 (9) ah 
| ſcarter'd on that unruly Element, like Chaff upon the Earth? 


ei Wd many of them were wracked and ſplit upon the Rocks, and 

Inu. Nur hopes periſht wich them. And which is yet more to be La- 

er to Hented, ſhe that carried that Heroick and Adven- 

As- rous ADMIRAL * whoſe unwearied Courſe Sr. Cloudſly 

(ich Actions of Valour, hath left behind him a Shovel. 
have Peathleſs Memory; had neitker the Favour to 


> ſpared from Ys but the Mea thereof went all alike down 
to the Springs of the Sea, and ended their Lives under the _ 
pldiags of chat watery Mantle, Tnis was a fore Judgement, and 
deed a ſad Spectacle to ſe ſo many dead Bodies rolling on theit 
Waring Bed of Waves, and not ſuffered ſo much as to enjoy the 
dmmon Rites of Burial, though for the time they were terri- 
e enough to their Enemies. Theſe with many others, even 
hole Armies of Evils, have ſurrounded us on every fide, and 
om hence we may eaſily conclude that God hath been provoked 
in great Wrath againſt us, and yet we muſt ſtill maintain that 
e ii juſt in all that is brought upon us, for he hath done Right 
Id we can have no ground of Cavill againſt him. 
Yea what Lord is there ſo great as he? and who dares to op- 
Pſe himſelf to God > or may preſume to ſay this or that is not 
Well done? Shall not the Fudge of all the Earth | 
W Right? Said that bleiſed Patriarch in his Gen. 18. 25. 
Y<queit for Sodom, And thus Moſes who had Deut. 32. 4. 
lac Familiar and Soctable conference with God 3 
the Mount, that he came down from thence ſhining wicht 
Raies of Anticipated Glory; gives this account of him, tht 
s Work is perfect; For all bis Ways are Judgement, à God of 


ard Vab and without Iniquity, Fuſt and Right js he» And thus 
Al Peak that perſecuted, yet Holy and Devout 
:ble ialmiſt, Righteous art thou Tord, and Up- Pſal 119. 137. 


gbi in thy Fudgements. And to the ſame Rev. 15, 3. 
rpole was that Triumphant Song of the 

artyred Saints, Great and Marvelous are thy Works Lord Gol 
mighty, Juſt and True are thy Ways thou King of Saints. And 


old 

got Were be many other Texts beſides whereby we may come to un- 
ep, Prſtand the Truth of this Aſſerion, that God is Righteous and 
ue Nat his Providences are all managed with exact Juſtice, though 


ey look never ſo ſtrange unto us; and they wi — * — 
to eyery Man that ulech his Reſon, For how can he be an 
„um to EAlityhuielf, was binds us ſo faſt to the Practice of 

| le? 
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it? and rakes ſuch a peculiar Care of the Right 

Mic. 6. 83. ous? IWhatdoth the Lord require of thee; ut 

Prov. 21. 3. 40 Fuſtly? and we have it from the Wilſe!tMf 

| Men, that 10 do Juſtice and Fudge ment is mu 

acceptable to the Lord, than the Sucraſioes of the Temple. An 

therefore they will need no more Words to prove, what I hy 

already afa-m'd,'that God who Rules over ail, will do nothin 

contraty ro his Juſtice or Fidelity, but hath done right notwit 

ſtanding thoſe” judgements of his which have been very gener 

as well as Terrible, and tis more Gods Mercy than our merir 

chat our Troubles and Adverfities have been no greater: W 

muſt then clear him from all Unjuſt imputations, and take th 

biame wholly upon our Selves. God mult have his Will, an 

Nile we muſt Vote with it and for it, as the Saw of Right, an 

let him take what Courſe he pleaſe with us; We haye no lf 

ty but in Submiſſion 3 and there's no eſcaping from him, but 

becoming Enemies to Sin, and by Reforming: aud the bg 

proof thereof will be to bethink our Selyes of that Remedy 

which by many is utterſy neglected, by none ſucficiently reparl 

ed, and that is heartily to acxaowledge that we have done ami 

. or elſe we ſhill never have the favour to be freed from on 

10 preſent Ca amities, or t) excuſe it to God when he comes 

£ judge us heretirer, And rherefore methinks we need do nothi 

now bur melt into Tears, and bewail our ſelves with great C 

preſſion, that our Sins have been the cauſe of all that is come u 

on us: and that we may be in no further Danger of Sufferi 

more from God Almighties hand, Let us frame a Proceſs again 

8 our Selves. au] not ſeem better than we are, but make a Free 2 

Ingenioas Confeſſion, like to this of rhe Text Ie Va done Wi 
F 
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kedly. Our ſæcond particular, ee 

And o tell you Wha: J think about this matter if we have: 

ny differente ro che unerring Scrptutes. we ſhill find it to b: 

Duty of vaſt mo nent and importance, and ſuch 2s doth as mu 
concern us 28 cur own everlaſting Welfare, Confeſſion of vi 

. is a giving Glory to God from whom when \ 

Jog 7. Ig cannot hide it, as Jothua taughe it to Achn 

| | Tis by this we do honour ro his Omgaiſcien 

and Juſtice, whom we have diſhonour'd by preſumption, N.: 
{era we never ſo good, we are wicked in his account, and 

& wou'd be wiſely done of us to SuſpeR dur Se!yes , and nott 
/ offend God by pier ting our Innocency; but we muſt go 3 
| _Ccond-mn ont ſewes before him, and then patiert'y wait un 
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is Mercy; we are undoubtedly all Sinners, by Nature there is 
ever 2 better of us, and our Crimes are neither uncertain nor un- 
nown, and for that reaſon we can with no ſafety conceal them: 
or then we do but add greater offences to thoſe leſſer we have 


is mnalready committed, and that wee need not do for any ſcarcity. We 
Auate exrreamly wicked, there's an Univerſal degeueracy among us, 
I * and we have offended God in ſo many kinds, that we cannot more 
10thing 
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Vindicate our Selves, than we can count their number ; yea ſo 
void are we of Piety, and ſo little do we regard the Command- 
ments of God, that the ſlighteſt Temp:ation makes us to Swerue 
from them; And (to be more particular) ca(ling afide all Fear 
of Gods Threatnings, we have nouriſht up our ſelves in Riot and 
Exceſs, abuſed our Strength to Luxury and all kind of Senſual 
Pleaſures, and have followed our unbridled I ufts and Libidinous 
Appetites, as cloſe as the Hunter doth his Prey? though they are 
of ſo dangerous and malignant Nature, that they | 
fight againſt the Soul; yer *tis plain that this 1 Pet. 2. 11. 
preſent (and Sin hath made it worthy to be | 
called 2 Helliſh ) Age, irs as Ripe as it can well be with Leud- 
neſs, and this may be one cauſe that now we are beſet with ſo ma- 
ny Troubles, ard are in that Calamitoas State wherein witkouc 
deep Contrition, and an unfeigned Sorrow, we have nothing leſt 
but Diſpair and miferable Expectat'ons. | 
And our being ſo vainly Nated and puffed np with Pride and Am- 
bittoa may well be another. There's too much of that coflv a d 
expenſive folly amorg us, and ſuch Indications of a haughty and 
ers Behaviour, that, as it vas the roted ge r 
Sin of Ifrael, our Pride d oth Teftiiie to cur Face, Hos. 7. 10. 
That's a grand Ingredient J am ſure, in the Na- 
tions guilt, and very inconſiſtent with the Subject on, Nor our and 
Vene ration which we owe to God: and as he hath decla:ed 
that he hates all Pride ard Arrogancy, ſo hath he 
thcuęht fit to humble us, and to let us fee} the Prev. 8. 13. 
Fercenefſs o his Arger, for Go yirg tœo much in ; 
our own worth, without (regarding our dope ncarce vpon g m. 
Pefides, the Cries of oppie ſſed Periens, who in the bittetreſs. 
of their Sculs, have called Jord (or vergtante: do p amy 
tell us what Miſchief cur injuſtice hach ace; and Fow m tet eb e 
we have n ade them by cur creating 2: d defrauding them o their 
Rights. And the ugh we he ve Lien dut of rhe H = Walk of 
»eJuftice, yer Col who hath ail power, in his hands hath feurd 
us cut, and Severely exacted of us this Cuilt alſo. 5 
r 


(12) 
Or (to mare truly) it may be we have minded nothi 

| * but our Pleaſures, have been Lovers of — 
2 Tim. 3. 4, more than Lovers of God, and have lain melt. 
ing in ſenſual Delights, when we ſhould more 
ſeriouſly have attended to the Duties which tho Glorious God has 
enjoyned Us, and preſuming upou his merciful Nature, we have li- 
| ved as we liſted our Selves, and made no Conſcieuce of what is 
given us in Commandment but have either wholly omitted, or ve- 
_ Tyill performed it. God's Book hath not been peruſed, his Tem- 
F ples not frequented, his Throne not ſolicited with Prayers, nor have 
we had that free Acceſs to the Holy Sacrament which is required 
of us, though of all others, it be a Duty moſt Inſtrumental and O- 
fþ oxtperative of our Salvation. In t there is nothing more obvious 
ro the General, Eye then our Abuſe of Gods Metcics conferred 
upon us, and we have made ſuch unſutable Returns, for his great 
and Sigual Bleſſings, that it may well deſerve to be called our great 
eſt Guile : and as to our Peace, Safety and ,Fucceſs againſt our E- 
nemies, we have made a very indifferent uſe of em, by Strife and 
Envyings and Diviſions amongſt our Selves, inſtead of Living toge- 
ther in holy Communton and Love, we have treated one another 
with that deſpite and malice, as if good Nature and Charity were 

things of mere Indifference. | 
And now as *tis ſore enough that we have been Guilty of ſome 
ſuch Crimes as thele, ſo its high time that God thould make us ex- 
amples of his Diſpleaſure, and puniſh us for our Abominable and 
unheard of Provocations. And thus hath he dealt with us, to make 
us Reflect upon our Lives, and to ſhew us our Sins, and we mult 
Nijl maintain that our preſentCalamities are not ſent, but for ſome- 
what that is amiſs, and not yet amended, it is our fault alone and 
our Miſery too, that we are under ſuch unhappy Circumſtances ; 
and the Judgements thar have fiezed on us, are of our own procu- 
Ting, and of which we have not Power to deliver our Selyes, but 

1 by our penetential acknowledgements. | 
1 And therefore let us, ere it ba too late, addreſs our Selyes to 
i God, in that ſorrowful manner which becometh tiue Peuitents, and 
with the unfeigned Language of our Hearts, Let us confeſs cnr Sins 
unto he Lord, and be exceeding grieved that ever we did commit 
them. They are for certain extreamly hateful to him, and will be 
damnable to us withort deep and unfeigned Humiliation. God, 
tis plain, is highly offended with us, and the ſeveral Sins of our 
Thoughts, Words and Deeds, have made him wichdrawn the hand 
of his merciful Protection from us, in ſo much that as the N 
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oeaketh. we have Icoked for Peace, but no Fer, 8. 15. 

e od came, and have conceived great hopes of Comfort and Proſ- 
rity, bur we find but dor. and a fad Proſpect of Ru- 
before onr Eyes, eaſon then have we (as the caſe ſtand 

ith us) to go unto Bod with humble Submiſſion, and to cry out 

ith thoſe diſtreſſed Jews, we acknowledge, 0 

ord our Wickedneſs, and rhe Iniquities of our Jer. 14, 20, 

thers, for we have ſinned againſt thee, yea, Joel. 2. 13. 
ſeems to be the preſent Duty ofus all to rent 

Hearts and not our Garments; and becauſe Sorrowis not on- 
out Condition, but our Dnty, and we can never thrive ſo much 
Grace aad Goodneſs, as when we are well water! d with the 

ars and Diſtilla tions of Repentance. There= | 

re alſo now ſauizh the Lord, Turn ye even to Jhd. v. 12. 
with all your Heart, and with Faſting aud 

th Weeping and with Mourning. Tis this that God looks for 
our Hands while Troubles are upon us, that we with Tears and 

ting ſhould loath our Selves in his Sight for 
r Abomirations, that they may not prevail Fyek. 36. 31, | 
ainſt us, This is the moſt effeftual way, that 3 „1e 
row of, to ſecure to ones ſelf the true Penitent here, and the 
ward of one hereafter. Ard ag ſojemn Faſling is very proper 
be joyned with cur Prayers, ſo are they fed therewith. and by 

at means become edged and winged that with eaſe they may Soar 
Loft to the Region of Spirits, and prevail with 

dd for his Grace and Aſſiſtance. And that Pſal. 119. 20. 

vout Soul u hich is thus chaſtered, ha: no Paſ- 

n for inferiour Objects, but flicks cloſe to God and breaketh 

the lorgingꝑ that it hath unto his Judgements. | 

Beſides if there be any poſſible means to move our incenſed God 

lay by his Anger, and to pardon thoſe Nat ional Sins to which 

have all of ns coutributed to bring it upon us: to acknowledge 

God freely that We have done Wickedly, and to juſtify him in his 

dceedings, is the cnly way for it. It we have the Grace to far- 

e our Sing and return to cur Duty; if we rake firm Reſolutions 
eing more Religious and beiter Chriſt ians for the Eu ure ; then 
the Lord be plealed to turn his Indignation into Pity, to par- 
cur Iniquity and remove the Puniſtiments of it far from us. 
this ſhall the Iniquity of Jacob be purged faith 
Prophet, and this is all the fruit to rake a- Jſaiab 27. 9. 

y his Sin, and thys much hath the Wiſe Man 

lated to be in onder to pardon, or the obtaining Mercy of 25 | 
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, the cauſe of our Suffering, which s cur Iniquity. it muſt be! 
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| ne that covereth hie Sins ſhall not proſper, but 
Trou. 28. 13. Whoſ6 confeſſeth and förſaketh them ſhall find 
Mercy; even ſo much Mercy as ſhall quite takeff 
off the Guilt thereof, ſo as they ſhall never be required of the Soul H 
And if we give the like proof of our Amendment, and take cat 
to reform our fore paſt Sinful Life we ſhall certainly Speed wel 
with God and de greciouſly accepted: He will reſtore us to hui 

wonted Favour and Protection, and turn our mourning Faſts int 
the chearful Feaſts of Joy and Gladneſs. And I find too the much 
| Famed Auguſtine concurting with me in this Argument, Dt 
5 xi thou moſt heartily Acknowledge thy Sins tt 
 Agnoſce tu, God, and he of his Mercy will forgive, and 
et Dominus for ever hide his Face from them, So that ther 
ignoſcet &c. is no Rule of Prudence like to this (and all i 
Ser. 3 8. de Tem, Records of Scipture do give Teſtimony um 
g it) that we ſhould open our Sins by C onfeſſio 
| that we have Trenſgreſſed againſt the Lord out Go 
Jer. 3. 13. God, and have not obeyed his Voice, but ha 
Dan. 9. 5. Rebelled, even by departing from his Precepts an ! 
1 Jobn 1. 6. from his Inogements. This is the only way MI 
| we have in order to the Purgation of our Sins, al 
very nee Cful as long as we are in hopes of a Bleſſed Immortal 
at the laſt. Yea without ſuch a Repentant Acknowledgement , 2 
a thorow Reforma tion conſequent to it, there is 80 Heaven to. 

had: but having with a ſad Hears made a Confeſſion to wh 
we are tere exhorted, and God being pleaſed to forgive us the C 
= fences which we have ſo juſtly luffered, Let it be never ſo ſudde 
that we are arreſted to pay our Debt to Nature, we may be as c 
ſident of our Souls mounting up io that Glorious Kingdem, 2s 
our Bodies falling down to Duſt and Corruption. This the: ef 
if me have any ſence of Gcd, and of the mitery cf laying under: A 
Piſpleaſure, ſhou Id draw us cn and encourage us to apply Off 
Selves ſpeedily to him by owning cur Gui't, as ſoon as ever es 
have offended : for that's the belt time of finding Mercy. Mol 
if any means can poſſibly prevail with Ged to ten ove and forgÞ**: 


there being nothing wore probable than that ſuch our Echav! eſt 

will make a quick Ric dance cf all our Iniquities at once, fo .. 

they ſhall no more be imputed to us. 8 

| Fur I ſhall this no further orly for Conclrſion, Lets 

me add, that if we have 2 right notien of our Ca nities, we ur. 

necls appreheadt hem to be at fo many Providencia Calls to 6 
f pet: 


CES 1 
destance. Let theſe our Days of Trouble and Danger teach us 
"auction, and make us affraid to go on to provoke offended Jul- 
ice, for we have done it too much already; and therefore as our 
{Saviour to the Paralytick ; ſo ny 1 at Parting, 
t us Sin no more, leit a worſe thing befal us. Joan 5. 14. 
od's, judgements ate all reſtrained, wh our 
ind Nepentance, but let loſe at our Rebellions and undutiſulneſs. What 
reaſon then can be better adviſed than that we ſhould humble 
Fur $elves befote him in the moſt Penitent manner we are able 
Jo this So em Day of aſting and Prayer? meekly acknowledg- 
ng our baſeneſs, and confeſſing unfeignedly chat Ve have done Wic- 
edly ; and upon that Score we need not doubt but his Mercy, which 
equal to his might. will induce him to excuſe our former Diſ- 
dbedience, ſo as we (hall uever feel it to our Deſtruction. 

In a Werd, our flying ro Coufeſſion and making à ſincere Ac- 
nowledgement of thoſe Sins we find our Selves moſt Guilty of 
nd our hearty Reſolyes of Amendment for the future will not on- 
put us in a State of acceptation with God, but help us to his Fa- 
Fours as Occaſion [ſerves » and heel no longer uſe his Power to 
MAl.Ct, but rather employ it to ſupport and defend us in our Dan - 
ers. Nay we ſhall hereby have che happineſs of thoſe ſerene and 
ater Times, return upon us wherein we nothing but continu- 


Pfevery good Gift, will give us that comfort of his help again, 
ve very happily and have the Bleſſings of a very comfortable 


ite ton iaued to us, even till that time ene Trumpet ſhall ſound, 
nd we be admitted into the everlaſting Kingdom ot 


, 2s d inte 

e {Fu Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift. 2 Pet. 1. 21. 

der i And now in the laſt Place (to leave nothing un- 

y) I conceiye it will not be an unſeaſonable, but 2 very pro- 

ver Per work for us all to mix Prayers With Humiliationg in this our #467” 


olemn Meeting, Let us joyn together ſh calling upon God ear- 
eh t.eſpecially in the behalf of our moſt Gracious Sovereign, that 
e weou d fo proſper all her Pious Deſigns and tndeavours as may 
david heſt condude to our Peace and mutual Cemfort And in imi:a- 
ſo ion of thoſe Loyal Subjects of the Emperor Conſiantine, Let us 
ez with great Devotion that Ged would always preſerve Her, 

Let nom he nath choſen to preſerve us all, iu who Sacred Life all 
ve nut Intereſts are in olved, Let us beſeech him to pour out his 
to eſlings upon le, in {ach abundance, that he miy never be in 
entaÞ4y Want thereof, ard to compat; Her with his fav ur 25 _ 2 
12. d. 


hereby we ſhall be not only ſecured from all our Enemies, but 
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d Tokens of the Divine kindneſs. And God who is the authot C 
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* ſhield. Aud becauſe our urgent neceſſities do'yy 
Pſal» 3. 12, quite preſent relief, Let us more particular 
1 | Su te the Divine Majeſty to haſte 
1 come and help us; to be ſpeedy in ſhewiag Mercy, and to gi 
4 good Succeſs to our couragious and well fought Bartels, That 
would be powerfully preſenc with his Anointed, and go forth wi 
her Fleets and Armies, and thoſe in Alliance with her; Th 
| he would for ever take her part, and be ſo Aiding to her Force 
| that the Trophies of Victory over all Autichriſtian Enemies ma 
.  flill be ſeen among us, and that we may pull down the Pride, an 
et our Triumphant Feet on the Necks of them that hate U 
that we may be no more Troubled with them, but may yet 
merge 2 Glorious Flouriſhing Kingdom, to their utter diſappoit 
ment and Contuſion. | | | 
Now as tis God alone muſt bring ſuch mighty things to p: 
- will our United Supplications to him, be moſt prevailent a 
effectual to thoſe great ends and purpoſes, Let us therefore 
them up with Fervency and with a hearty Devotion ingplore: t 
Divine Protection this Day and ever!] and ler every oue among 
ns do all in his power towards it, and we may then be affy 
that when we meet here upon this or any other Religious accout 
The Ears of the Lord will be open to our Prayers, his merciſ 
Eyes look upon our Miſeries, and his Holy Hand extended 
our Relief in this World and in the next, we hall have « 
Portion in the Kingdom of his Eternal Glory, which G od gra 
us for his Merciet Sake. Amen. 
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